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Kev in  Ber l i n ’ s  “Heroes”

In more than 30 years of operating a gallery I have rarely encoun-
tered an artist as talented, multifaceted, and ambitious as Kevin 
Berlin. Equal parts painter, sculptor and performance artist he has 
most recently focused his considerable energies on a series of 
heroically scaled portrait heads cast in glass. 

While relatively new to the medium of glass, Kevin Berlin is an 
accomplished sculptor who has successfully worked with bronze 
since the early 1990’s. In Berlin’s first solo exhibition at Heller 
Gallery we are pleased to introduce his newest series entitled 
“Heroes” which were created in collaboration with an internation-
ally renowned atelier in the Czech Republic. 

Among Mr. Berlin’s many gifts is his remarkable ability to connect 
with celebrated figures. The models who have sat for portraits in-
clude such notables as the astronaut Buzz Aldrin, tenor Luciano Pa-
varotti, and maestro Valery Gergiev of the Kirov Opera among others. 
Through his work Berlin offers the viewer a proximity to these stars 
as if offering an intimate taste of the exclusive lives they lead. 

Simultaneously he juxtaposes this notion by the physically im-
pressive, massive scale of his sculptures which shut out the ce-
lebrity media frenzy and echo the power of the dynamic personali-
ties portrayed. While the sculptures are imposing and represent a 
very high level of technical achievement in this most difficult me-
dium, their impact comes from more than their size. Executed in 
transparent colors ranging from pale blue to amber orange Kevin 
Berlin’s sculptures glow with a seemingly inner light radiating the 
vitality that his charismatic models have demonstrated in life.

— D o u g l a s  H e l l e r ,  H e l l e r  G a l l e r y
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Czech  G lass

Since the reign of Charles IV in the middle thirteen hundreds, the 
Czech lands have maintained a noble history of inspired glass-
making. In the years following WWII, their interest in glass was 
reinvigorated, leading the world in the creation of monumental 
glass architectural projects and individual works of art. Inspired by 
the modern Czech tradition of cast glass sculpture, our American 
friend Kevin Berlin amazes us once again with his heroic works 
cast on a groundbreaking scale.

As collectors, our first experience with Czech sculptural glass 
occurred in the early 1980’s while we were visiting artist Harvey 
Littleton and his wife Bess in Spruce Pines, North Carolina. There, 
Harvey introduced us to a red sculpture “Head I” from the legend-
ary husband and wife team Libensky/Brychtova. Since then our 
love for Czech glass has increased exponentially. 

An artist of many talents and media, Kevin is now using the me-
dium of glass to express the human condition in a manner not 
possible with paint or bronze. In his newest sculptures the inner 
space of translucent glass allows him to express the inner soul of 
the human being while simultaneously depicting the outer appear-
ance of the human form. 

Kevin Berlin’s “Heroes” are a reflection of the artist—quietly emo-
tive yet flamboyant, reminiscent of classic Greek and Roman stat-
ues yet incredibly refreshing, serious yet full of fun, imagination, 
and excitement. Sculptures such as “Blue Buzz” Aldrin, and “The 
Kiss” tell tales of known and unknown heroes and enable us, as we 
examine others, to develop new insights into our own humanity.

— D r.  D u d l e y  a n d  L i s a  A n d e r s o n ,  A r t  P a t r o n s  a n d  C o l l e c t o r s
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We  t h i n k  o f  h e r o e s  a s  t h o s e  wh o  a r e  w e l l  k n own  f o r 
g r e a t  a c c omp l i s hmen t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  ‘ e v e r y d a y ’ 
h e r o e s ,  w h o  a r e  n o t  w e l l  k n own  a t  a l l .  U l t im a t e l y  w e 
a l l  h o p e  t o  b e c ome  o n e  d a y  l i k e  o u r  h e r o e s .

— K E V I N  B E R L I N

Buzz Aldrin
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Anastasia Volochkova

Valery Gergiev
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Valery Gergiev

Luciano Pavarotti



Blue Buzz, astronaut Buzz Aldrin, 2005, 25 1/2 x 14 1/8 x 17 3/8 inches	 Plate 1



Plate 2	 Blue Buzz, astronaut Buzz Aldrin, 2005, 25 1/2 x 14 1/8 x 17 3/8 inches



Maestro Gergiev, conductor Valery Gergiev, 2005, 27 x 19 x 18 1/2 inches	 Plate 3



Plate 4	 Maestro Gergiev, conductor Valery Gergiev, 2005, 27 x 19 x 18 1/2 inches



Sleeping Beauty, detail, interchangeable tiaras, 2005, 10 x 10 x 10 1/2 inches	 Plate 5



Plate 6	 Sleeping Beauty with violet tiara, 2005, 30 3/4 x 13 x 18 1/2 inches



Blue Boy, 2005, 28 x 16 x 20 inches	 Plate 7



Plate 8	 Laughing Man, 2005, 27 1/2 x 14 x 16 inches



The Kiss, detail, female figure, 2003, 31 x 37 x 18 inches (two figures)	 Plate 9



Plate 10	 The Kiss, detail, male figure,, 2003, 31 x 37 x 18 inches (two figures)
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Future “Heroes” Glass Works In Progress

Working wax models for “Pink Pavarotti,” and “Violet Volochkova,” Pistoia, Italy, 2005

Views of clay model for “Violet Volochkova,” Florence, Italy, 2005
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“The Kiss” and the artist, 
Czech Republic, 2003

President George W. Bush and the 
artist, Presidential Scholars Medallion 
Ceremony, Washington D.C., 2001

At left: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton receiving the Presidential Scholars Foundation’s 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Award, sculpted by Kevin Berlin, The White House, 1994

Anastasia Volochkova and 
the artist, St. Peterburg, 
Russia, 2004

Dr. Buzz Aldrin, bronze artist’s 
proof of “Blue Buzz” and the  
artist, Beverly Hills, CA, 2005

Maestro Luciano Pavarotti, 
bronze artist’s proof of “Pink 
Pavarotti” and the artist 
Modena, Italy, 2005

Maestro Valery Gergiev and 
the artist, Théâtre du Châtelet, 
Paris, France, 2003

On stage: Dancers of the Kirov Ballet and the artist, Swan 
Lake, Mariinsky Theatre, St. Petersburg, Russia, 2003

President William Jefferson Clinton  
and the artist, New York, NY, 2000



With special thanks to the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts (NFAA) for helping thou-
sands of young artists, including me, realize and pursue our dreams. NFAA has been a personal “Hero” 
for me, beginning with my once-in-a-lifetime experience with ARTS Week in Miami, which gave me the 
confidence to pursue a career in the arts, and culminating at the White House, where I was recognized 
as an NFAA 1983 Presidential Scholar in the Arts under President Ronald Reagan. I feel very fortunate 
to be among the many young artists who NFAA has helped to identify, encourage and reward at critical 
junctures in our educational and professional development. 

—Kevin Berlin, New York City, 2005 

Headquartered in Miami, Florida, NFAA is a diverse gathering of individuals, corporations, foundations 
and philanthropic institutions that believe America’s youth are its future. This year, NFAA celebrates 
its 25th anniversary as an organization dedicated to furthering artists and raising appreciation for, and 
support of, the arts in American society. NFAA’s programs recognize all art forms, annually granting over 
$500,000 in direct cash awards and making available an additional $3 million in college scholarship 
opportunities to young artists across America. 

NFAA also encourages artistic growth and career development through cash awards, college scholar-
ships, workshops, public performances and exhibitions, internships and the underwriting of creative 
projects and residency fellowships, which all serve as springboards for the development of successful 
careers in the fields of dance, film & video, jazz and instrumental classical music, photography, theater, 
visual arts, voice and writing. 

N FAA.ARTSawards .org 
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Kevin Berlin

Born Rochester, NY, 1965.
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Yale University, B.A., New Haven, CT, 1987.
Slade School of Fine Art, London, UK, 1988.

Currently lives and works in New York City 
and Florence, Italy.
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