








With Thanks To:
Dr. Buzz and Lois Aldrin.
Kathryn Sermak, Administrative Assistant to Dr. Buzz Aldrin.

Maestro Valery Gergiev, Artistic Director of the Mariinsky Theatre, St. Petersburg, Russia.
Alisa Meves, Head of Special Projects and Foreign Affairs for Maestro Valery Gergiev.

Maestro Luciano Pavarotti.
Terri Robson, Manager, Luciano Pavarotti.

Anastasia Volochkova.
Olga Nadezhdina, Press Office, Anastasia Volochkova.

Dr. William H. Banchs, President, National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts.
Elizabeth Estefan, Communications Coordinator, National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts.

Eleonora Bani.
Niccolo Gori-Montanelli.
Bruno Nicola.

Suzanna and Vanni.

Additional Thanks To:

Douglas Heller, Michael Heller, Katya Garrow Heller and Bob Roberts of Heller Gallery; Dr. Dudley
and Lisa Anderson; the heroic efforts of Steve Polaner, Karen LaMonte and Zdenek Lhotsky;
Salvadori Arte Srl, Pistoia, Italy; Bianca Kodzoman and Juliana Aurelia Nelson.

Design:
Justin Berlin.

Glass Photography:
Gabriel Urbanek: Front Cover, Pages 2, 3 and 8, Plates 1-8, Page 27, Back Cover.

Eva Heyd: Plates 9 and 10.

Additional Photography:

Page 6: The artist's studio, Florence, Italy, 2004.

Page 11: Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin walks on the moon. Courtesy of Buzz Aldrin Archive.
Page 12: left, Anastasia Volochkova. Courtesy of the private archive of Anastasia Volochkova;
right, Valery Gergiev. Courtesy of Press Office, Mariinsky Theatre, by V. Baranovsky.

Page 13: Luciano Pavarotti. Courtesy of Terri Robson, by Sacha Gustov.

Front Cover: “Blue Buzz," astronaut Buzz Aldrin, 2005, 25 /2 x 14 /s x 17 %/s inches.
Pages 2 and 3: “Blue Boy," extreme detail.

Page 8: “Sleeping Beauty, extreme detail.

Back Cover: “Blue Boy;' 2005, 28 x 16 x 20 inches.

©2005 Kevin Berlin. All rights reserved.

www.kevinberlin.com



KEVIN BERLIN

HEROES

October 22 — November 26, 2005

HELLER

|GALLERY |

420 West 14th Street
New York, NY 10014
212.414.4014
www.hellergallery.com







Kevin Berlin’s “Heroes”

In more than 30 years of operating a gallery | have rarely encoun-
tered an artist as talented, multifaceted, and ambitious as Kevin
Berlin. Equal parts painter, sculptor and performance artist he has
most recently focused his considerable energies on a series of
heroically scaled portrait heads cast in glass.

While relatively new to the medium of glass, Kevin Berlin is an
accomplished sculptor who has successfully worked with bronze
since the early 1990’s. In Berlin’s first solo exhibition at Heller
Gallery we are pleased to introduce his newest series entitled
“Heroes” which were created in collaboration with an internation-
ally renowned atelier in the Czech Republic.

Among Mr. Berlin's many gifts is his remarkable ability to connect
with celebrated figures. The models who have sat for portraits in-
clude such notables as the astronaut Buzz Aldrin, tenor Luciano Pa-
varotti, and maestro Valery Gergiev of the Kirov Opera among others.
Through his work Berlin offers the viewer a proximity to these stars
as if offering an intimate taste of the exclusive lives they lead.

Simultaneously he juxtaposes this notion by the physically im-
pressive, massive scale of his sculptures which shut out the ce-
lebrity media frenzy and echo the power of the dynamic personali-
ties portrayed. While the sculptures are imposing and represent a
very high level of technical achievement in this most difficult me-
dium, their impact comes from more than their size. Executed in
transparent colors ranging from pale blue to amber orange Kevin
Berlin's sculptures glow with a seemingly inner light radiating the
vitality that his charismatic models have demonstrated in life.

—Douglas Heller, Heller Gallery






Czech Glass

Since the reign of Charles IV in the middle thirteen hundreds, the
Czech lands have maintained a noble history of inspired glass-
making. In the years following WWII, their interest in glass was
reinvigorated, leading the world in the creation of monumental
glass architectural projects and individual works of art. Inspired by
the modern Czech tradition of cast glass sculpture, our American
friend Kevin Berlin amazes us once again with his heroic works
cast on a groundbreaking scale.

As collectors, our first experience with Czech sculptural glass
occurred in the early 1980’s while we were visiting artist Harvey
Littleton and his wife Bess in Spruce Pines, North Carolina. There,
Harvey introduced us to a red sculpture “Head I” from the legend-
ary husband and wife team Libensky/Brychtova. Since then our
love for Czech glass has increased exponentially.

An artist of many talents and media, Kevin is now using the me-
dium of glass to express the human condition in a manner not
possible with paint or bronze. In his newest sculptures the inner
space of translucent glass allows him to express the inner soul of
the human being while simultaneously depicting the outer appear-
ance of the human form.

Kevin Berlin's “Heroes” are a reflection of the artist—quietly emo-
tive yet flamboyant, reminiscent of classic Greek and Roman stat-
ues yet incredibly refreshing, serious yet full of fun, imagination,
and excitement. Sculptures such as “Blue Buzz” Aldrin, and “The
Kiss” tell tales of known and unknown heroes and enable us, as we
examine others, to develop new insights into our own humanity.

—Dr. Dudley and Lisa Anderson, Art Patrons and Collectors



We think of heroes as those who are well known for
great accomplishment, but there are also ‘everyday’
heroes, who are not well known at all. Ultimately we
all hope to become one day like our heroes.

—KEVIN BERLIN
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Anastasia Volochkova
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Blue Buzz, astronaut Buzz Aldrin,




Plate 2 Blue Buzz, astronaut Buzz Aldrin, 2008, 25 /2 x 14 /s x 17 ®/s inches




Maestro Gergiev, conductor Valery Gergiev, 2005, 27 x 19 x 18 '/2 inches Plate 3



Plate 4 Maestro Gergiev, conductor Valery Gergiev, 2005, 27 x 19 x 18 '/2 inches



Sleeping Beauty, detail, interchangeable tiaras, 2005, 10 x 10 x 10 '/2 inches Plate b




Plate 6 Sleeping Beauty with violet tiara, 2005, 30 3/4 x 13 x 18 '/2 inches




Plate 7

6 x 20 inches
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Blue Boy, 2005, 28 x



Plate 8 Laughing Man, 2008, 27 /2 x 14 x 16 inches



The Kiss, detail, female figure, 2003, 31 x 37 x 18 inches (two figures) Plate 9




Plate 10 The Kiss, detail, male figure, 2003, 31 x 37 x 18 inches (two figures)
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Future “Heroes” Glass Works In Progress

Working wax models for “Pink Pavarotti,’ and “Violet Volochkova,' Pistoia, Italy, 2005

213

Views of clay model for “Violet Volochkova,' Florence, Italy, 2005




On stage: Dancers of the Kirov Ballet and the artist, Swan President William Jefferson Clinton
Lake, Mariinsky Theatre, St. Petersburg, Russia, 2003 and the artist, New York, NY, 2000

| . ot : o

Maestro Luciano Pavarotti, Maestro Valery Gergiev and Dr. Buzz Aldrin, bronze artist’s Anastasia Volochkova and
bronze artist's proof of “Pink  the artist, Théatre du Chatelet,  proof of “Blue Buzz" and the the artist, St. Peterburg,
Pavarotti” and the artist Paris, France, 2003 artist, Beverly Hills, CA, 20056 Russia, 2004

Modena, Italy, 2005

At left: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton receiving the Presidential Scholars Foundation’s
Lyndon Baines Johnson Award, sculpted by Kevin Berlin, The White House, 1994

President George W. Bush and the
artist, Presidential Scholars Medallion  “The Kiss” and the artist,
Ceremony, Washington D.C., 2001 Czech Republic, 2003
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